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Scott was startled for a moment, then he looked over toward the pickup and the vans that would
take the rest of the locals to shelter. There weren't many -- only a dozen or so. The others were
either at the hospital, or had been able to leave in their own vehicles. He saw the mayor looking at
him, and waving. 

"Don't worry about us now," he shouted through cupped hands. "We'll get the rest of us to shelter.
Take care of your own people."

Scott waved back, then took off running for Thunderbird Two, which stood raised above the pod.
"Everyone inside!" He skidded to a stop just outside the pod, and tapped his earpiece.
"Thunderbird Five from Mobile Control. We're getting sirens here. What is the status of the
weather?"

"Two more tornadoes have touched down about three miles east of you, Maverick, but they are
moving south. There is nothing in your immediate area at the moment. There's bad news, though.
There is one moving straight toward Seven. I've warned Doc, but I don't know if she can avoid it."

Damn! "FAB, Quasar. Keep me posted." Scott turned back to get Mobile Control, and
simultaneously called Virgil. "Van Gogh, Thunderbird Seven may be in danger. We're loading the
last of the equipment in Two. Be ready to lift off the moment we hear anything."

"Maverick, what if Seven is damaged?"

"We take care of the personnel first, and worry about the vehicle later. No arguments!"

"FAB."

Scott ran back to get his equipment, and found Gordon at his heels. He turned to tell him to go
back, but his brother interrupted him, saying, "The others can handle what's left. It'll go faster with
two of us handling Mobile Control. C'mon; let's get going!"

Scott knew Gordon was right, so he gestured for his brother to take one side, while he took the
other. Together they moved the equipment into the pod and Gordon closed the hatch. Virgil
lowered Two down.

"If Seven gets here intact, I can raise it again, so Doc can bring it into the pod. But I want us to be
safe, in case another tornado hits here. Those things can't affect us in this baby."
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