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Virgil got off the monorail and headed towards Elise's apartment. He paused a moment in front of
her door, then turned and headed through the common room. He stopped in front of her French
doors. Lights shone through the closed curtains and he could see a shadow moving around the
room. He took a deep breath and knocked.

There was no answer, so he tried again. "Elise?" Still no answer. "Elise, can I talk to you?
Please?"

The light shut off, and sighing, Virgil turned and sat on one of the patio chairs, head in his hands.  

A few minutes later, the door opened and he snapped his head up in surprise. Elise stood in the
doorway, arms folded across her chest. For a moment, they stared at each other, then Virgil
jumped to his feet. "Elise, I just want to talk."

She waited a moment, then nodded. "Come in." 

Virgil followed her inside. She moved over to the sink and busied herself putting dishes away.
Virgil stood uncomfortably, his hands in his pockets. The silence grew longer. 

Finally she turned to face him, her hands folded across her chest. "I thought you wanted to talk to
me?"

He nodded.  "I do. I wanted to say I'm sorry." She didn't reply, just looked at him pointedly. He
sighed.  "I'm sorry I accused you and Luke of having...whatever it is I thought you were having. It
was stupid and jealous of me."

Elise nodded. "It was. More than you know."

"I do know," he said, running a hand through his hair. "I ran into Luke after I left here. I'm not
proud to admit I blew up at him too. And he, ah, well....he convinced me I was being an idiot." His
face reddened.

Elise raised one eyebrow but didn't respond.

"Anyway," he went on. "I was stupid and I'm sorry." His shoulders slumped and he turned away
from her.

Elise's cold shell cracked a little. She walked over to him. "Virgil, why? Why don't you trust me?"
she asked him. He met her gaze and for the first time, she noticed his red rimmed eyes.  "When
have I ever given you reason to doubt us?" 

He shook his head. "I know, I know! I guess I saw how close you two were and..."
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"Virgil, why wouldn't we be close? Luke has been my friend, my big brother! Callie spends all that
time up on Thunderbird Five, with Kat gone, Will is busy down in the hangers, and Dom is pulling
double shifts to make up for Nikki! Luke came back early, unable to work and we spent time
together. Would you rather us have both been lonely and alone?" She paced the room, agitatedly.

"No, Elise--"

She went on. "Besides, there is no way, no way, Luke would be interested in me!"

"I know! Elise, will you let me get a word in here!" She glared at him and he took a deep breath. "I
know you and Luke aren't together. He made that perfectly clear."

"He told you?" she asked.

"Yeah, and showed me," Virgil muttered. "Look, I was a jerk. I should never have said anything to
either of you. I was nothing more than a jealous fool." He met her gaze again. "Elise, please,
forgive me."

They stood staring at each other for a long moment. Then Elise sighed. "Virgil, I love you but we
can't go on if there's no trust."

"Elise..." He walked towards her but she stepped back and held up her arms.

"No. Virgil..." 

Virgil's face fell. "I don't want this to end. I love you."

"But you don't trust me." She held her hand up to stem his argument. "Virgil, if you had, this never
would have happened."

"You're right, I screwed up, I admit it. I saw something that wasn't there and I'm sorry."

She nodded. "Yes, you are. But why did you go looking for something to accuse me of? Do you
really think I would go behind your back? And if I had, would I have been as blatant as you've
seen? Virgil, I have nothing to hide, I never have." She turned to look at him. "I think we should
take a step back. Obviously we have some things to work out."

He took a shuddering breath. "Step back? Are we done?"

Her green eyes bored into his. "I don't want to be. But I won't stay in a relationship where I feel as
if I need to justify my actions."

"So we start over? Pretend this never happened?" Virgil tried to keep the desperation out of his
voice.

Elise shook her head. "No. You...We learn from this. I need some time, Virgil. Time to think about
what I want." She blinked away the tears in her eyes. "Can you do that? Can you give me some
time to think?"
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He walked over to her and took her hand. "Elise, I'll give you all the time you need, if it means
you'll give me another chance."

She nodded, her eyes bright with tears. "Good night, Virgil." She pulled her hand free.

He swallowed the lump in his throat. "Good night." Walking to the door, he turned and gave her
one last, heartfelt look, then slipped out into the night.
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