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Jeff sat intently at his desk as he listened carefully to the transmissions of the rescue at Ekka
Amusement Park in Australia.

Callie was also listening to the rescue efforts, but she looked at the storm shutters covering the
windows.

"Worried about the typhoon?" he asked.

"Yes, sir. Waiting for this thing to arrive is driving me nuts." She looked at him and added, "This'll
be the first time I've had to face a direct impact from a tropical system."

"You didn't have to deal with them growing up in Opp?"

"I had indirect impacts from the outer bands on several occasions."

Jeff said, "What was the worst damage you had from any system there?"

"I'd say the flooding damage from the torrential rains. Some parts of Opp were under ten feet of
water after one storm rolled through."

"Well, hopefully things won't end up too badly for us."

Callie looked up at the comms panel as voices from the rescue filtered through.

"We'll have to get the people on the Bonzer Bomber off with individual rescue cables," Virgil said.
"They're just too high to climb down safely."

"F-A-B, Van Gogh," said Scott.

As the two listened in on the efforts of the others, Jeff changed the subject. "Let me ask you
something, Callie. Have you ever been stuck on an amusement park ride?"

Shaking her head, she answered, "I'm happy to say no. I almost got stuck on a steamboat,
though."

Jeff's eyes widened. "What do you mean by almost?"

"When I was a kid, my family and I would go up to Jubilee CityFest in Montgomery. One of the
most popular rides is on the Harriet II steamboat near the Riverfront Amphitheatre next to the
Alabama River."

"A real working steamboat?"

"That's right, sir. Anyway, our family rode on it for an hour-and-a-half and went up and down the
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river. We had no problems when the boat was going. When the next group of passengers got on
board, the ship lost power, leaving all those passengers stranded in the middle of the river."

Jeff shook his head. "Did anyone get hurt?"

"Thankfully, no. The weather was clear, the water was calm, and a couple of tugboats came by to
tow the Harriet II back to the port. Needless to say, the steamboat rides were called off for the
remainder of the weekend."

"That's good to know," Jeff chuckled. "It's too bad this time there's a pending typhoon while many
are out on that rescue in Australia."

Callie sighed. "It would be nice if this typhoon steered clear, but that won't happen."

"No, it won't. The bigger concern is the safety of the others after they finish this rescue at the park.
Thunderbirds One and Two will have to land at Mateo Island and ride out the storm until
tomorrow." He stared at those shutters and said, "We can replace buildings and structures, but
not the people."

"No, sir," she agreed. "It'll just be an inconvenience but a safer option for them."

"True. Even though we won't lose power here on the island, the winds in this storm would still
make the flying debris very dangerous. We'll just have to wait it out and hope the damage isn't too
severe when the others do return."

Jeff nodded and the two went back to listening to the rescue mission.

Listening in while waiting for the storm by TracyFan4Ever
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