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Wednesday, September 12, Around 1:00 p.m. locally ( Thursday, September 13, around 5:00 a.m.
Tracy Island)

As she jogged the streets of New York, Cassie tried to decide what she was going to do about the
Thornville offer. The deadline was tomorrow, and she still hadn't made up her mind what to tell
them. It wasn't like she didn't want the job. She could probably be happy there and setting up the
new fire company would be a challenge. What about after that though? Once the company was
started, would it turn into the same thing as working in the city only slower? Was that what she
really wanted?

The job at Tracy Industries offered something new. She wouldn't be going out on calls but instead
instructing others in fire safety and protocols. Teaching others interested her and would be a
change of pace. The chance to travel was appealing, too. It was something she had always
wanted to do. There were two drawbacks to the job that she could see right now. One, though
nothing had been confirmed, she was still assuming she would be based out of Wichita seeing as
that where the application was sent. The one point to this job hunt was to get out of the city, not
move from one city to another. The other drawback was not being actively involved in the calls.
How long until she missed it? She enjoyed helping people.

She had twenty-four hours to make a decision. Did she take the Thornville job or not? What if the
Tracy Industries job didn't pan out? She could very well be passing up a good job for nothing. Yet,
was the Thornville job the job she was looking for?

Cassie had asked Mark for his advice. He hadn't been much help, telling her to follow her heart.
She had a feeling her brother didn't really want her to leave though he hadn't told her that and he
never would. He'd never ask her to stay just for him.

Wanting some more constructive advice, Cassie had emailed both Dr. Lindon and Luke. She was
waiting for their replies. Maybe she'd have time to check before going to work this afternoon.

A block from the apartment, Cassie slowed to a walk. She switched her watch from stopwatch
mode to time. She'd still have time to check her email before heading in to work. She should have
been off today but Frank had asked her to cover a paramedic shift last night. She had agreed,
seeing as she had taken the next four days off.

When she reached the apartment, she took a quick shower and changed into her work uniform.
After blow drying and braiding her hair, she headed for the computer. It didn't take long for the,
"You have mail", message to appear on the screen. She clicked the box and was taken to her
inbox. She had two unopened messages - one from Dr. Lindon and one from Luke. She opened
the former first.

Cassie,

It's great that you have found such good reception with your applications. Sounds like your hunt is
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going positively. Remember what I said - don't go rushing into anything. There is no rush to find a
new job. Make sure the job you choose is the one you want. Unless the job up in Thornville is
something that you really want to do, then go ahead and pass it up. If the second interview with
Tracy Industries doesn't work out, there are other opportunities out there. From your email, it
sounds as if you're really interested in the position at Tracy Industries. I think you owe it to
yourself to continue exploring that avenue even if it means passing up the offer in Thornville.

If you want to talk more, feel free to give me a call. Let me know what you decide.

Sincerely,

Ellen

Having read that email, Cassie opened the one from Luke.

Hey Cass,

It's no surprise to me that so many people are interested in you. They'd be crazy not too! The first
offer sounds good, but from what you wrote, sounds to me you're interested in the job at Tracy
Industries. If that's the case, go for the interview. If that means passing up the other offer, then so
be it. If for some reason you blow the second interview, I'm sure another opportunity will come
your way. Just don't go juggling desk items from Mr. Tracy's desk. Not sure that trick will impress
a big shot like him!

I'm settling into my job okay and enjoying it. Rommel's getting used to it, too. He sends a doggie
kiss your way for the hug! Stay safe, girl, and let me know how things go!

Luke

Cassie signed out and shut down the computer. It was about time to head for the station. She was
hoping for a slow shift so she could ponder her decision some more, now with the advice of two of
the people she trusted the most.

Posted by starrynebula on August 12, 2007
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