Subject: Re: Cold Front
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"Ms. Tomasson?"

The ski patrol supervisor, who had started to leave, but stopped at the entrance, turned to Scott
and said, "Call me Pala. It'll save time."

Amusement flickered briefly in his eyes, then he focused on the reason he spoke to her. "I'm
worried that, although we'll try to do our job quietly, we might set off another avalanche. How likely
is that possibility, and would it hit in this area if one did start?"

"That is a good question, and one | was thinking about earlier. Unfortunately with the lights at the
ski runs out, we can't go up and check, especially since the lifts are also out. But, from looking at
pictures, charts and maps, plus personal experience, | would say that the odds are good that
there wouldn't be one.

"Actually, | suspect that what happened is this: the snow -- which, incidentally wasn't supposed to
hit this area, according to the weather forecasters -- got too heavy for one of the snow ledges near
the top of the runs. It cracked the ice, allowing the snow to head downhill. The contours of the run
and the mountain caused it to hit another ledge, causing it to break and hit a third, then a fourth
and a fifth. Of course it grew, and eventually picked up speed. The rest, you know."

"Why didn't you break up the ledges before now?"

"We couldn't at the time they were located. We were planning to do just that tomorrow. And, as |
mentioned earlier, we weren't expecting to get this much snow. We were told it would head north
before it got near us, that the most we could expect were a few flurries. Shows how much those
damned forecasters know," she added scornfully. Then she glanced outside, cocking a weather
eye up at the sky. "Fortunately, it's tapering off. And though there are a few other ledges up there,
they are in different areas and any of them breaking off won't hit more than one other one, and go
in other directions that won't be dangerous to anyone at this point.”

"That's good to know. Thanks for the information."

She smiled and nodded, then left as he turned back to Mobile Control.
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